Eligibility for ART in Children
I. If diagnosis is confirmed 

(virologic test positive if <18 months, antibody test positive if >18 months)
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Age less than 12 months, irrespective of clinical stage or CD4 count







OR


If over 12 months old:

· WHO Clinical Stage III1 or IV



              OR

· CD4 count/percentage below threshold for age, irrespective of clinical stage


              (note: CD4 percentage is preferred for children <5 years old)



[image: image2.png]Criteria to start ART

Infants 12 months 36 months
Age through through 5 years or over
<12 months 35 months 59 months
% CD4 <20 <20 <15
Absolute CD4 * Al <750mm? <350mm? As in aduts

(<200)





1Initiation of some stage III conditions (TB, LIP, oral hairy leukoplakia, thrombocytopenia) may be delayed if CD4 is 

available and above the threshold for initiating ART.

II. For infants less than 18 months and diagnosis is NOT confirmed (presumptive diagnosis)

(virologic testing not available)


Antibody Test Positive
AND
Diagnosis of any AIDS-indicator condition2

OR

Any two of the following:

Oral thrush

Severe pneumonia
Severe sepsis

Note: other factors that support a presumptive diagnosis of severe HIV disease include:

· recent HIV-related maternal death or advanced maternal disease 

· CD4% <20

2AIDS indicator conditions include some but not all HIV pediatric clinical stage IV conditions such as Pneumocystis pneumonia, cryptococcal meningitis, severe wasting or severe malnutrition, Kaposi sarcoma, extrapulmonary tuberculosis.
References: “Antiretroviral therapy for HIV infection in infants and children: towards universal access: recommendations for a public health approach,” WHO, Geneva, 2007 and  “Report of the WHO Technical Reference Group, Paediatric HIV/ART care guideline group meeting,” WHO, Geneva, 2008.

